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P Senior Pastor Earnest Claiborn is an anointed young man of great

wisdom and power from God.

Pastor Claiborn has been preaching the Word of God for nearly

18 years, since 1/17/92.

Pastor Claiborn has a Bachelor�s Degree in Biblical Studies from

Logos Bible College, a Master�s Degree in Theology, is currently

working on a 2nd Master�s in Pastoral Ministry, as well as a Doc-

tor of Divinity Degree.

He has been married nearly 21 years to Dr. Hazel Claiborn, since

12/10/88. They have 1 daughter (Porshia) and 3 sons (Alix, Cord,

and Cemeon).

Pastor Claiborn gave his life to God 25 years ago, 1/1/85. At age

15, he was baptized in the name of Jesus, filled with the Holy

Ghost, and given the gift of speaking in other tongues.

He founded the Potter�s House of Jesus Christ and the doors

were open on September 17th 2000 at 12:30 p.m.

The Man of God moved to Minnesota from Greenwood, MS, where

he was employed as a correctional officer at the Mississippi State

Prison for nearly 9 years, most of which was on Death Row.

You can learn much, much more about pastor Claiborn, including

seeing video of his latest sermons on our website.www.pottershouseofjc.org

Pastor

Earnest Claiborn

Potter�s House Of Jesus Christ
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H Dr. Hazel Claiborn, from Greenwood, MS, is the second of eight

children born to Maggie M. Griffin.

In May 1986 she graduated from Greenwood High School, then

she enrolled in Alcorn State University for two years where she

majored in Political Science as she had planned to be a corporate

law attorney.

Those dreams were drastically changed as she came home from

College one Christmas Holiday and was witnessed to by her step-

father who had recently been baptized in Jesus name and Filled

with the Holy spirit and was speaking in tongues.

This was all new to Hazel as she grew up in a Baptist church and

had not so much heard whether there was a Holy Ghost or not.

Out of pure curiosity she went to Greater Bethel Apostolic Temple

where her stepfather had taken membership.

The Holy Ghost got a hold of her during the Word and she too

went down in Jesus Name and was filled with the precious gift of

the Holy Ghost. From that moment her true destiny began.

She has been married nearly 21 years to Earnest Claiborn, since

12/10/88. They have 1 daughter (Porshia) and 3 sons (Alix, Cord,

and Cemeon).

See our website for more info and to see videos of her sermons.www.pottershouseofjc.org

First Lady

Dr. Hazel Claiborn

Potter�s House Of Jesus Christ

3 3His Wife



O The Potter�s House of Jesus Christ believes in helping others

grow into their God-given calling. We respect the anointing, and

gifts of others, and do our best to help them recognize, nurture,

and utilize those attributes within our church and our ministry.

You can see video of ministerial staff sermons on our website.

www.pottershouseofjc.org

Ministerial Staff

Of The

Potter�s House Of Jesus Christ

4 4Other Ministers

EvEvEvEvEvangelist Magangelist Magangelist Magangelist Magangelist Magalene Cotalene Cotalene Cotalene Cotalene Cotton [Aston [Aston [Aston [Aston [Associasociasociasociasociate Minister] te Minister] te Minister] te Minister] te Minister] is the youngest

of four siblings.  She is married to Deacon Harold Cotton. They have

four adult children, Deolandzo, Harold Lamar, Amanda and Phyllis and

one grandson, Jaden and two God daughters, Schania and Ayana. She is

a graduate of Mississippi Valley State University were she received her

Bachelor's Degree in Elementary Education.  She has been teaching for

over 20 years. She got saved at the age of 14, is an ordained Minister.

She is currently the president of the Evangelism Ministry at phojc.

Elder LElder LElder LElder LElder Lamar Cotamar Cotamar Cotamar Cotamar Cottontontontonton

EvEvEvEvEvangelist Wangelist Wangelist Wangelist Wangelist Wandandandandanda Ta Ta Ta Ta Taaaaatetetetete has been saved and Holy Ghost filled for over

20 years. She has been a member of the PHOJC for 8 years and has a

great love for the church. She is a faithful worker in the church.  She

serves in various capacities in the church and ministry. She is a graduate

of Davenport College where she earned an Associate degree in CPA/

Business Management. Evangelist Tate is a mother of two children Darrell

and Schania. She has been employed with Wells Fargo over 20 years and

currently works as an Accounting Representative.



J Joining a church doesn�t just mean that you now have some place

to say you go every Sunday. Or, that you now have a group of

people that you can worship with, learn with, laugh with, cry with,

attend functions with, raise your kids with, and trust, etc. you can

get these things just about anywhere.

Joining a church means something more important than all of these

things combined. The primary reason you join a church is to know

that you are now a part of God�s family. And that is the first step

to having access to God, other members of His family, every one of

His promises, His protection, and His resources.

The commitment takes surrender, sacrifice, repentance, and a host

of things that you will begin to discover and learn about.

Becoming a part of God�s family and The commitment to join a church

means everything in your life. It is the most important decision you

will ever make. It is both life-changing and life-altering, and here�s

a little information on why.

When you join a church:

� People still lost in the world will no longer treat you the same

� You will have to sacrifice being around certain people

� Your flesh will fight against every decision you make for God.

These things are normal for new Christians. But stay in church

and stay committed to coming regularly so you can get stronger.www.pottershouseofjc.org

the most

important decision

of your life

although it�s the slogan

of a worldly company today

God spoke it in malachi 3

�membership has its privileges�

5 5Joining a church
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The contents of this

New Member�s Handbook

is designed to give you

an overview of our church.

It is a basic guide to our doctrinal

teachings

and holiness lifestyle

pages 34 to 37

contain Topics for study

pages 38 & 39

has a detailed list

of our ministries
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W...to the Potter�s House of Jesus Christ Church. It is our great

pleasure to say these words and to know that you have chosen to

become a part of the body of Christ in this church.

our mission...

is preparing people for heaven and living successful lives.

our hope...

is that you will become the spirit-filled, mature Christian that god

has called you to be.

our goal...

is to help you grow into living a life of sacrifice, useful to God in

serving others who are in need all over the world.

our doors...

are always open. you can reach us anytime for any reason. we want

you to feel welcome, be welcome, and know that you are welcome.

our hearts...

are open too. we know the struggle to day to day living. we also

understand what it takes to defeat the devil on a daily basis.

thank you for choosing the potter�s house of Jesus Christ. What-

ever method or reason god used to guide you here, we are most

certainly glad you made it. In Jesus name,

amen.

W e l c o m e

Potter�s House Of Jesus Christ

8000 Portland Avenue South

Bloomington, MN 55420

(952) 944-1425

www.pottershouseofjc.org

without new members,

any church would eventually

cease to exist.

that is how important

you being here really is.
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I The Potter�s House of Jesus Christ is a Non-Denominational Church

that Strictly Teaches, Preaches, and Whole-Heartedly believes in

the Holy (Scriptures) Bible. We believe everyone today must be

Born-Again of the Water and of the Spirit, meaning: Water Baptized

in Jesus Name and have the Holy (Spirit) Ghost with Speaking in

other Tongues as the Spirit gives utterance. We believe in Acts

2:38 for Salvation.

The Potter�s House Welcomes Everyone regardless of Race or

Nationality to come to any and all of our Services. We are not

concerned about How an Individual is Dressed, Just Come as you

are. We believe in Living a Holy and Sanctified Lifestyle just as

the Bible admonish us to in I Peter 1:16- �Because it is written, Be

ye holy; for I am holy.�

The Potter�s House is a Church that believes in each individual

freely Praising and Worshiping God as you feel lead by the Holy

Spirit. Whether it is Running, Jumping, Crying, Singing, Clapping,

Shouting, and dancing in the Spirit. We are an Emotional and

Energetic Church.

At The Potter�s House, We do not teach against Women wearing

Pants, Make-up, or Jewelry to Church.  Just think Modest and let

the Holy Spirit lead you.  These are just a few incites about the

Potter�s House of Jesus Christ Ministry and what this Handbook

is all about. We hope this INTRODUCTION wet your Appetite enough

so that you are eager and excited about Reading this New Members

Handbook.  Welcome to the Potter�s House of Jesus Christ!!!!!!!!

I n t r o

www.pottershouseofjc.org

If you�ve been

thinking, praying, searching,

and hoping for a place

to get established in

God�s Word and His Will

you�ve found it
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TTithing is required of every member of every church. It is not just

something that is only done at the Potter�s House of Jesus Christ.

God requires it of us. He asks for 10% of the firstfruits of all

our increase. Details are in Malachi chapter 3:6-12, but there are

many, many other references to tithing all throughout the Bible.

Here are a few:

Genesis 14:20

�And he gave him tithes of all.�

II Corinthians 9:6

�But this I say, he which soweth sparingly shall reap also spar-

ingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall also reap bounti-

fully�

II Corinthians 9:7

Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give;

not grudgingly or of necessity, for God loves a cheerful giver�

As saints of God, we know and are keenly aware that most people

spend their time working, thinking, hoping, striving for whatever it

is that they are passionate about. We are also knowlegeable about

the fact that the very thing most people spend most of their time

on, is where or what they spend most of their money on.

At the Potter�s House of Jesus Christ, tithing is a way of life. God

gets back the first of everything He gives to us.

T i t h i n g

www.pottershouseofjc.org

Tithing is an essential part

of worship.
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HIn March of 2000, Elder Earnest Claiborn, by faith, moved his

family moved to Minnesota. They left behind their family and friends

to walk in destiny and purpose. They chose to follow God's great

work. Elder Claiborn had served under the Pastorialship of Bishop

Earnest Miller, of "Greater Bethel Apostolic Temple" in Green-

wood, Mississippi for more than 15 years.

Once arriving in Minnesota, God led the dynamic preacher to plant

roots here. Soon, Potter's House Of Jesus Christ was founded.

Some of the first members included his wife and children, other

family and friends. After being led to the location to lease space

from a Methodist Church, Potter's House held its first service.

Since that day in September 2000, six months after he relocated

his family to Minnesota, Potter's House has been blessed with sta-

bility, continued growth, God's blessings abound throughout the

church, and a new Multiplex Center.

Our vision is simple. We intend to baptize you in the Name of Jesus,

help you learn to study the Word of God, develop a solid prayer

life, learn what it means to be in a relationship with our Lord and

Savior Jesus Christ, show you how to receive the Holy Spirit, and

teach you to use the gifts God's has given you through the Holy

Spirit to help build up the church and the ministry. We are fo-

cused on, centered around, and geared toward giving God the glory

for His work in our lives. We are living sacrifices and we want to

make certain that the pure blood sacrifice of Jesus, His death and

resurrection, does what He intended.

H i s t o r y

www.pottershouseofjc.org

Every church has a history.

But the foundation

must start with God.

�Except the Lord

build the house,

they labor in vain

that build it.�

Psalm 127:1
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GIn order to grow as Christians, you must be fed, nurtured, groomed,

and pruned, learn things, have experiences, make mistakes, etc.,

Just like you have grown up from infancy, to childhood, to pre-

teen, to teen, to young adult, to adult.

The growth pattern is designed by God for every Christian. Al-

though the path is the same, the time to reach maturity is never

the same for everyone. Christian growth takes time. There is a lot

to learn, and master. But everyone starts somewhere.

Why is growth necessary? Many reasons. Without growth, you would

most likely continue to come to church Sunday after Sunday,

Wednesday after Wednesday, year after year, learning the same

things over and over again, but never begin to put what you�ve

learned into practice.

For example, learning the difference between church and ministry

is a major part of growth that many Christians never understand.

Why? Because they are never taught. Here is a very basic chart to

show you what that means:

New Member

Service in the church

Serving in the church

Leadership in the church

Serving in ministry

G r o w t h

www.pottershouseofjc.org

Christian growth

is mandatory

Growth is clearly

defined in

Hebrews 5:12  - 6:8

11 11

your status when you join a church

worship, sunday school, bible study

usher, deacon, teacher, secretary

head usher, head deacon, head teacher

feed hungry, visit sick, minister to prisoners, etc.



Othou shalt have no other Gods before me

thou shalt not make unto thee
any graven image

thou shalt not take
the name of the Lord thy God in vain

remember the sabbath day

honour thy father and thy mother

thou shalt not kill

thou shalt not commit adultery

thou shalt not steal

thou shalt not bear false witness
against thy neighbor

thou shalt not covet

At the Potter�s House of Jesus Christ we believe in God, Jesus

Christ as Son of God, and the Holy Spirit. Here are the SevenSevenSevenSevenSeven

BiblicBiblicBiblicBiblicBiblical Principlesal Principlesal Principlesal Principlesal Principles that we hold to:

1. 1. 1. 1. 1. WE BELIEVEWE BELIEVEWE BELIEVEWE BELIEVEWE BELIEVE

The Bible is the infallible Word of God written by Holy men as the Holy Ghost

inspired them to write. II Peter 1:20.

2. 2. 2. 2. 2. WE BELIEVEWE BELIEVEWE BELIEVEWE BELIEVEWE BELIEVE

You must repent and be baptized in water by immersion in the Name of our Lord

and Savior Jesus Christ for the remission (removal) of sins, and the baptism of

the Holy Ghost, speaking in other tongues as the Spirit gives the utterance.

This is the �New Birth Experience�. Acts 1:8 and Acts 2:38.

3. 3. 3. 3. 3. WE BELIEVEWE BELIEVEWE BELIEVEWE BELIEVEWE BELIEVE

Jesus Christ is God in the flesh. We believe in the virgin birth; that Jesus was

born both human and divine. God manifested in the flesh. Matthew 1:21, 1st

Timothy 3:16.

4. 4. 4. 4. 4. WE BELIEVEWE BELIEVEWE BELIEVEWE BELIEVEWE BELIEVE

In the Death, Burial, and Resurrection of Jesus Christ. We believe that He

ascended on High and has sent His Spirit, the Holy Ghost, which was poured

out at Jerusalem over 2000 years ago and we believe that it is still filling the

hearts of believers on today! Luke 24:46-49, Acts chapter 2

5. 5. 5. 5. 5. WE BELIEVEWE BELIEVEWE BELIEVEWE BELIEVEWE BELIEVE

In a Holy, Sanctified life, Divine Healing, Laying On Hands, Working of Miracles

in Jesus Name and we believe in the glorious catching away (Rapture) of the

saints when Jesus returns in the clouds of glory to take His people to Heaven.

Luke 10:19; 1st Thess. 4:16-17.

6. 6. 6. 6. 6. WE BELIEVEWE BELIEVEWE BELIEVEWE BELIEVEWE BELIEVE

That in Jesus Christ dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. Col. 2:9.

7. 7. 7. 7. 7. WE BELIEVEWE BELIEVEWE BELIEVEWE BELIEVEWE BELIEVE

In remembering the sufferings of Jesus Christ through Holy Communion through

drinking of the blood (non-alcohol) and eating of the body (bread) of Jesus. 1

Cor. 11:23-26.

Our beliefs

www.pottershouseofjc.org
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DPreaching - Teaching
Administrating - Governing

Singing - Ushering
Greeting - Organizing

Drawing - Writing
Editing - Programming
Fundraising - Feeding

Reaching - Comforting

Every part of the body is essential

�For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members

of that one body, being many, are one body; so also is Christ.�

1st Corinthians 12:12

This is the most clearly defined scripture on parts of the body of

Christ. If you read further, you learn that just like our bodies

have heads, necks, shoulders, arms, hands, etc., all the way down

to our feet, the church is no different. How? Because Jesus Christ

is the head of the church, and we, as members of the church, are

part of His body.

That�s why doing your part is so important. You have been gifted

with special skills that possibly no one else has except you. No

one can preach like your pastor, and he can�t do whatever it is

that you do. And each of your parts is equally important.

The Bible explains it like this: �if the foot shall say, because I am

not the eye, I am not of the body; it is therefore not of the body?�

Here�s another example. Your pastor is responsible for preaching

and teaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ to everyone in the church.

Let�s say you�re responsible for creating materials such as flyers,

banners, booklets, handbooks, posters, tracts, and other things

that help spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ to everyone in and

outside the church. Both assignments are equally important.

Whatever your assignment, whatever you are gifted at, do your

best to do your part to help support the church and the ministry.

Do your part

www.pottershouseofjc.org
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AThe only scripture
that provides

the full process
of being saved.

Acts 2:38

www.pottershouseofjc.org

14 14
�Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of

you in the Name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye

shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.�

In fact, if you read further into the next several chapters of the

book of Acts, you�ll learn that unless certain things are done in

the Name of Jesus, they just won�t work. Good intentions, but no

power behind the actions.

Flesh and blood can�t get into the Kingdom of heaven. And unless

you are born of water and of the spirit, you cannot enter into the

Kingdom of God (John 3:5).

There are many things that ordinary Christians do in the church

and in ministry, but by far, this is the most important.

And, there are many things that ordinary Christians do in the

church and the ministry, believing they are saved. But God�s word

is very clear about the process. And unless you have the Holy

Spirit there is no chance of getting into Heaven when Jesus returns.

The Bible says that when Jesus returns everyone who has the

Holy spirit will receive a glorified body. That means the body we

currently have will be changed in the blink of an eye into something

that can only exist in, live in, and be manifest in Heaven.

I don�t know about you, but I am truly looking forward to no longer

worrying about sickness and health once Jesus returns!



LThe leadership of the
Potter�s House of Jesus Christ
meet with the pastor regularly

to stay on top
of daily operations

of the church and the ministry

a more detailed list
of our leadership

is on page 38

Leadership

www.pottershouseofjc.org
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The functions of church and ministry are designed to expressly

promote and further the good news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

We literally could not operate with the leaders in position over

the various church functions, auxiliaries and ministries. They are

responsible for most, if not all of the aspects of programs,

scheduling, budgeting, and carrying out the duties to which they

have been called, elected, or assigned.

These positions of leadership are not taken lightly. Although each

person represents the church in whatever capacity they are serving

in, they also represent that part of God and the church to the

community, and to the world; and that in itself is enough

responsibility to keep them on track, but they are most certainly

provided with all the love and support they need.

Leadership is leadership. It is the person responsible for whatever

happens in the church and the ministry, both good and bad. The

only alteration is from the governing body, and above that is Christ.

That is why everyone is not cut from the leadership cloth.

As a new member, PHOJC values its leaders as the great and

valuable asset that they are. And we encourage new members to

learn as much as you can about the church and ministry operations,

and functions, in order to participate in the capacity of leadership.

We look forward to helping you recognize, nurture, expand, and

continue to grow so you can become part of the PHOJC leadership.



LPHOJC is committed
to creating ministries

that meet the needs
of our members

and people in need
locally and internationally

and,
we regularly support

the causes listed below

a more detailed list
of our ministries

and their leadership
is on pages 38 & 39

List of ministries

www.pottershouseofjc.org
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One of the first questions Many new members ask is, �where do I

fit in?� Or, �how can I get involved?� This brief list of ministries is

the first step toward seeing where your gifts can be most useful.

Understand this. Your gifts, whatever they may be, are most likely

always needed some part of the church or the ministry. For a more

comprehensive list, please contact the church administrator.

ELDER CARE MINISTRY We minister to the elderly second Tuesday of each month

at 5:30 P.M. at Martin Luther Manor, Inc. 1401 East 100th Street - Bloomington,

Minnesota.

EVANGELISM MINISTRY Reaching the world one person at a time through

outreach such as tracts, walkathon, special programs and other activities

designed to reach the lost.

SINGLE MOM MINISTRY Provides Biblical teaching and support for women single

because of divorce, death of a spouse, or never married.

MEN'S MINISTRY The men meet monthly with the Pastor to discuss and pray

about men issues. Also active in distributing tracts and spreading the Gospel

to the lost.

PUPPET MINISTRY The combined creative team of youth and adults come to-

gether every 4th Wednesday after Bible study to showcase their talents through

a puppet show.

DAUGHTERS OF THE PROMISE For young ladies ages 12-16, this ministry teaches,

counsels, and encourages purity and shows how to stay faithful to God.

YOUNG BROTHERS 4 CHRIST Mentoring boys under age 17, this ministry part-

ners with mentors who spend quality time and offer Godly wisdom for growth.

BIBLE SCHOOL MINISTRY Each Wednesday night at 7:00 P.M., these classes are

geared to inspire, instruct, and cause spiritual growth in each member. Classes

are sectioned by age.

EXCEL MINISTRY Motivating our youth through mentoring and other incentives

and helps for maintaining A's & B's in school.

MENTORING MINISTRY Mentoring services for children affected by incarcera-

tion with a parent in prison.



TPeople just like you and me

make up the church.

We are the Body of Christ.

We invite you to visit

the member section of our website

to watch and listen to just how

our members came from

different parts of the world,

with their problems and concerns,

made it to our doors, and are now

putting their faith into action,

preparing for Heaven,

and living successful lives.

The members

www.pottershouseofjc.org
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You can see video of these and other member interviews on our website in the member�s section



HIf you�ve never

heard anyone speaking

in the language

that is spiritual

you will be even more surprised

when you yourself

begin to speak it

Holy Spirit

www.pottershouseofjc.org
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The Potter�s House of Jesus Christ is full of people who have the

Holy Spirit. As one of the newest members of this church, and the

person who put this handbook together, up until I came here, my

wife and one other person I ever knew had the Holy spirit and

spoke in tongues. My wife has been speaking in tongues 10 years.

Before PHOJC, we were at our last church for 12 years. During

that time, we visited dozens of other churches, attended various

church programs and functions, but I was truly surprised when

we first came to the Potter�s House, and there were so many people

speaking in tongues, including youth, that tears just came out of

my eyes uncontrollably. Why? Because I knew I had found the one

thing that had been missing in my life, my walk, my faith.

Without the Holy Spirit we cannot get into Heaven. And I had always

been worried that because I couldn�t speak in tongues that I wasn�t

ready yet. Thank God, That has since changed.

If you do not have the Holy Spirit, Pastor Claiborn, the First Lady

and many other leaders in the church are well equipped to help

you receive the Holy Spirit. You will most certainly be glad you did.

Read Acts chapter 2, it will help you learn and begin to understand

the vital importance of receiving the Holy Spirit.

Again, the pastoral and ministerial leaders of the church can help

answer any questions you may have about the Holy Spirit so you

should not hesitate to ask.



IAs part

of the body of Christ

you are still an individual

but considered a vital part

of the entire body

Individuality

www.pottershouseofjc.org
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Individual parts make up the whole of the body of Jesus Christ.

Each part, whether it be the eyes, hands, or feet, are as vital as

the others.

Think about it, the hands can�t do the job of the feet, the eyes

can�t do the job of the mouth, and so on. Each part has a purpose.

Maintaining your individuality as a member of the body of Christ, is

just as important as being a part of the whole body. Why? Because

there are gifts that you have been given by the Holy Spirit that

were not given to anyone else. And you are called by god to bring

that gift into the church to be a part of a larger purpose.

Imagine a church where everyone had the exact same gifts. And

that gift is as a secretary. Who would preach? Who would teach?

Who would greet and seat people? Who would oversee the

operations of the church? Who would clean the church? Who would

play the music? Who would sing?

So you can see, one individual person cannot do all the jobs and

functions of the whole church. It takes many people. And, it

sometimes takes people with multiple gifts to wear many hats until

someone else comes along who can help fill the gaps.

Your individuality is important to maintain, but you must also desire

to become part of a larger body of other Christians for a much

larger purpose. God�s purpose for Christians doesn�t just stop

when you get to your church. His master plan is global.



NThe PHOJC newsletter

Heavenly Connections

is published quarterly.

Contact Sis. Barb at

iamreadyforJesus@yahoo.com

for more information

Newsletter

www.pottershouseofjc.org
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The PHOJC newsletter, Heavenly

Connections, is designed to give

members, new members, and those who

are just interested in our church up

to date information about it. Take time

to visit the newsletter section of the

website for the latest issues.

Contact Sister Marketa
phojcnewsletter@pottershouseofjc.org



GNo single brick that is laid

to create a building

could do the job by itself

It takes many individual bricks

joined together

to make the building complete

G i f t s
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There are gifts that you have been given by the Holy Spirit that

were not given to anyone else. And you are called by god to bring

that gift into the church to be a part of a master plan that God

has, to use Christians to go all over the world to preach and

teach people about His love and the sacrifice that His Son Jesus

made, and the existence and work of the Holy Spirit, to give them

an opportunity to be saved from the penalty of sin and death when

God decides to destroy this world forever.

Ephesians 2:10 says �we are God�s workmanship, created in Christ

Jesus to do good works, which God hath before ordained that we

should walk in them.� That�s why using your gifts is important.

Another scripture puts it this way, �and He gave some prophets,

and some evangelists; and some pastors; and some teachers; for

the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the

edifying of the body of Christ.� (Ephesians 4:11-12]

There are many other scriptures concerning gifts given by the

Holy Spirit, and the Bible even directs us to eagerly desire the

more spiritual gifts, but how we use the gifts as you read in verses

11 and 12 is much more important than just having them.

When your gifts are used, they plant seeds of the characteristics

of Jesus Christ in you and in others that grow and produce fruit

such as love, joy, peace, kindness, gentleness, patience, etc. This

is how your individual gifts are used as a part of a larger body, in

order to reach a mass of people in a lost and dying world.



SSaying no to your things

your flesh wants

is what strengthens your spirit

The more you deny your flesh

things of this world

the stronger you become

in the things of God

S a c r i f i c e
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In January 2010, the 10th year of PHOJC, Pastor Claiborn called

for all members to rededicate themselves to God. He started by

giving the members three things to focus on:

� perfection

� completion

� provision

Then he asked the members to all get on one accord by fasting for

100 hours. And, denying our flesh of three things for 30 days:

� sweets

� sodas

� no eating after Six p.m.

Then he fed our spirits with God�s word through a sermon entitled,

�Ten�. In the sermon he touched on several points about the number

10, including how in the parable of the ten virgins, 5 of them were

wise enough to make the sacrifice of not burning their oil, and

kept themselves ready for the bridegroom to arrive. The other 5

were foolish, let their oil burn out, needed to go and get more,

and missed the bridegroom when he arrived to take them all with

Him to the next level.

As a new member, are you ready to make the sacrifices necessary

to keep enough oil in your lamp so that when the time comes you

will be able to light the torch to see your way to the next level?



AAs a new member

it is very likely

that you will have questions

about something

Please do not hesitate

to ask

A n s w e r s
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Proverbs 4:13 says, �Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and

the man that getteth understanding.�

Proverbs 4:7 says, �Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get

wisdom; and with all thy getting get understanding.�

I have been in church all my life. In 1980 when my dad died, I left

the church for 17 years and returned in 1997. I have been active

since. I am 46. In all my years in church, I still have questions

about certain things and certain functions and certain protocol

and certain processes. I will never stop seeking knowledge and

striving to gain wisdom in one area or another. It helps me grow in

more ways than anyone will ever know.

Pastor Earnest Claiborn is the most wise man I have ever met in my

entire life. He is the 2nd most anointed man I have ever had the

pleasure of witnessing and hearing preach.

The answers he gives to questions, I know come from a life of

wisdom. And it amazes me how God uses him to say just the right

thing at the time when me and others need to hear it. James 1:5

(KJV) says, �if any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God...�

As a new member, it is important that you listen to Proverbs 3:5-6.

�Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not unto your own

understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct

thy paths.� Being directed to the Potter�s House of Jesus Christ

was a move of God that I will cherish all of my life.



RGod ordained

for you to have

a relationship with Him

through His Son

Jesus Christ

It starts with Him giving you

the free gift of salvation

All you have to do

is accept it

Relationships
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Every relationship starts with two people communicating with each

other in some way. God wants to have a relationship with us and

communicate with us regularly.

In fact, He wanted it so much that He sacrificed His one and only

sinless Son, so that our sins could be atoned for through the

shedding of His blood. That is what gives us access to that

relationship with God. The Bible says we are now joint heirs with

Christ.

Relationships in the Potter�s House of Jesus Christ are no

different. As a new members, you will begin to communicate with

people who can help you learn to strengthen your relationship

with God and with others.

God wants each of us to be a part of His family. He wants a

relationship with us as our Father. Our part in this relationship is

to be His child. And like any child:

we will need and want things;

[the Bible says God has cattle on a thousand hills]

we will make mistakes and need discipline;

[the Bible says God disciplines those He loves]

we will learn to love God like we love no one else;

[the Bible says we must worship God in spirit and in truth]

The One who died so that you could live wants to get to know you.



EBible school

is the way to learn more

about God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit

and your new walk in Christ

Bible school

is held at the

PHOJC Multiplex Center

at 9615 Girard Ave. S.

in bloomington

For a map

visit our website

Education
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Every Wednesday night at 7 p.m. members of The Potter�s House of

Jesus Christ come together to learn, study, and get educated

about God. Scripture says �My people are destroyed for lack of

knowledge...� [Hosea 4:6]

Through the use of the Bible, and other teaching tools, Pastor

Claiborn, First Lady Dr. Hazel Claiborn, and the PHOJC teachers

bring lessons to the table that help feed us as sheep.

Bible school education is vital to the growth of every Christian.

And we invite every member to come and learn with us so that we

can all grow together. Classes are:

� Primary

� Pre-Teen

� Teen

� Adult

If you can�t make on Wednesday evening for Bible school, classes

are also held during the day on Wednesday at noon at the multiplex.

Getting educated in God�s word starts by making the sacrifice of

time to come to class. The teachers will take it from there, and

God will handle the rest.

Part of the Holy Spirit�s job is to guide us into all truth. So don�t

worry about what you don�t know, we�ll help you learn so you do.



PMany members

of PHOJC

have been praying together

over the phone

late at night

of early in the morning

for many years

Prayer request line

952.944.1425

P r a y e r
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Members of the Potter�s House of Jesus Christ have formed

relationships with each other through prayer.

As prayer partners, two members, or a group of members, come

together in person, or on the phone, to pray about many things.

If you listen to the testimony of the members, you will see that

this process has helped many of them grow by leaps and bounds

over what they were used to traditionally at other churches.

Prayer changes things. God hears the cry of those He�s connected

to. It is how we communicate with God and how we cast our cares

upon Him because He cares for us. The prayers of a righteous man

availeth much. That means they get through. They have impact. They

reach God in a way that others cannot.

As a new member, Give your self continually to prayer and watch it

begin to change things in your life.

Ask someone, connect with someone, find a prayer partner or a

prayer group and watch what happens.

Be committed to prayer. Stay committed to prayer. Stay prayed up.

It helps strengthen your defenses against anything the devil tries

to throw at you. You will find that prayer is a valuable tool in the

walk as a new member and it can and will help you through many

situations. So get in your prayer closet and start talking to God.

Don�t worry about not knowing how to pray, we will help you learn.



ODo you have a gift

that can help

further the efforts

of the

TV ministry or website

If you do

please contact

Pastor Claiborn

952.944.1425

Outreach
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Outreach is vital to any church or ministry. It is one way that

those who are still lost in this dying world find out that you

exist. It is how others who are searching for a way to start their

relationship with God, through Jesus Christ, can begin their walk.

PHOJC�s outreach includes our television ministry and our website.

These two tools help us reach masses of people who may not ever

physically come to worship with us in person. Our television ministry

is comprised of five segments:

� Welcome

[contains a welcome from the first lady and members]

� Wisdom

[features words of wisdom from Pastor Claiborn]

� Word

[the sermon]

� Witness

[praise and worship, testimony, and song]

� Watering

[the closing prayer and invitation to Christ]

The PHOJC website contains a tremendous amount of information

that anyone anywhere in the world can view. We are creating a

project to utilize the Internet to reach people who constantly

get their information from places such as facebook and myspace

by uploading sermon clips, songs from our choirs, video of

interviews with our members, and other bits of information that

can help replace the unGodly images people see with what is Godly.



SProbably the most important

page of this handbook

is this one

Why?

Because it tells you

when we come together

and worship God

S e r v i c e s
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The Potter�s House of Jesus Christ services are detailed in the

calendar on our website, and in the weekly bulletin at church on

Sunday.

Here is a brief list of our worship and education services:

SUNDAY

Family Worship Service ...............................................................12:30

WEDNESDAY

Family Bible School .............................................................. 12:00 nn

Family Bible School ...................................................................... 7:00

FRIDAY

Family Worship Service ................................................................. 7:00

COMMUNION

is normally done 4 times per year

on every major Christian holiday

Easter

Thanksgiving

Christmas

New Year�s Watch Night



SThe calendar

on our website

has underlined links

that open windows

that contain

more information about

the program or event

Schedule
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Every week, our church bulletin contains up to date information

on the scheduled services, programs and events pertaining to the

PHOJC. However, the calendar on our website is where you can

obtain a more detailed description of the information on our

schedule. On our calendar, there is also a section for events

that contains flyers for every scheduled event of PHOJC.

Here�s a preview of our calendar.



IAny church or ministry

that closes it ears

to the

voice of its members

cannot be serving God

PHOJC welcomes

input and ideas

from our members

I n p u t
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As a new member, there is nothing more important to us than your

input. Although God ordained us to start this church and its

ministries, again, without new members, and their input, any church

would most likely cease to operate.

We seek God�s direction for every step we take. And we seek the

input from our members on what they see as results of those

steps. You are our eyes and ears. We cannot see or know it all.

For example, while we are preaching, we cannot see what is happening

in certain places, so we need input from you to point that out.

While we are teaching, we cannot see everything that is happening

in every part of the classroom so we need input from you if we are

to make the educational experience you receive from us to be the

best it can be.

We invite your input in many ways. Here are a few:

� Help us create new ways of making the church better

� Offer ideas that can build new ministries to impact more people

� Use your gifts to help create materials that can be useful to

God in the area of church or ministry such as our website, or

television ministry or bulletin or other design enhancements.

� Tell us about your experience since you�ve joined the Potter�s

House of Jesus Christ.



BThe start of the process

toward salvation

is baptism

Jesus explained it

to Nicodemus

and Acts 2:38

has the detail

B a p t i s m
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At the Potter�s House of Jesus Christ, we firmly believe in the

process of baptism. We believe it is a necessary component in the

preparation of going to Heaven.

On Saturdays, when we have candidates for baptism, we announce

it during the Sunday worship service, to inform the congregation.

Then, we work with the individual(s) being baptized in order to help

them fully understand what the immersion in water truly means.

As a new members, if you haven�t already been baptized �in the

Name of Jesus�, we pray that you will think about it, and we

encourage you to strongly consider being baptized in Jesus Name.

We believe there is no other way to baptize. Read the first few

chapters of Acts and you will begin to understand what we mean.

Water baptism is an outward sign of the start of an inward change.

At every water baptism mentioned in the Bible, something took place

to change the circumstances of the person being baptized, and/or

the people around them.

We know, from experience, that it can change you too.

Let us provide you with the information necessary for you to make

an informed decision to commit yourself to the baptism process so

that you and your family can celebrate this life-changing event

together. Contact us for more information once you are ready to

be washed in the water that represents the blood of the Lamb!



LSince we began in 2000

PHOJC is experiencing

steady growth

We recently opened a new

multiplex center

to provide space for our offices

classes and other activities

L o c at i o n
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The Potter�s House of Jesus Christ church is located at 8000

Portland Avenue South - bloomington, mn 55420. (952) 944-1425.

The Potter�s House of Jesus Christ Multiplex Center is located at

9615 Girard Avenue South - bloomington, mn 55431. same number.



EHelping others

to hear or learn

about Jesus

is our mission

Evangelism
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The Potter�s House of Jesus Christ takes the great commission

seriously. We often hold events to evangelize to others about the

good news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Our evangelism team members create flyers, posters, banners,

postcards, and other material to hand out during these events.

We believe that reaching out to people this way does two things:

� Reminds them that there is still a chance to choose Jesus as

Lord and Savior

� Causes them to think about their own life if they aren�t in a

relationship with God through Jesus Christ

� Continues to support the cause of Christ by helping to spread

the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all nations

As a new member, you can get involved in this area by participating

in events such as our Word Walkers Day, or our outing where our

choirs sing at the Mall of America.

Such programs, services and events help even if we only reach one

person at a time.

We look forward to seeing how you, as a new member, will get

involved in the church and the ministry by becoming active in areas

of need such as evangelism.



TOPIC 1

TOPIC 2

TOPIC 3

TTTTTopics for studopics for studopics for studopics for studopics for studyyyyy
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WORD OF GOD

John 1:1- tells us �In the beginning was the Word, the Word was with God

and the Word was God.� So God is His Word. We believe It is True in its

entirety. The Bible is in essence the Mind of God. It is who God is and what

God is all about. You can not separate God from His Word. If you want to

know God, you must know His Word. The Bible is the Inspired Word of God

written by the Hands of men as God directed them. (II Tim. 3:16)

JESUS CHRIST, HUMAN AND DIVINE

Jesus Christ is the Son of God and He also is God in the Flesh. He was both

Human and Divine. (I Tim. 3:16)- tell us �Great is the Mystery of Godliness:

God was manifest in the Flesh..� Manifest means to be made flesh. In other

words, God who is a Spirit was made flesh in the Person of Jesus Christ and

was born of a virgin, Dwelt on Earth, Died for our sins, Resurrected himself

in 3 days, and ascended back into Heaven. (St.John 14:7-9)

HOLY (SPIRIT) GHOST

The Holy Ghost is the Spirit of God that comes to give us power to Live Holy

(Acts 1:8). When you receive the Holy Ghost, you will speak in other Tongues

as the Spirit empowers you (Acts 1:4). The Holy Ghost is for everyone (Acts

2:39), and you must have in order to make it to Heaven. (St. John 3:5) You can

receive the Holy Ghost by Repenting and being sincere in your Heart and ask

God to give you His Holy Spirit, and He will. You will begin to hear yourself

speak in Tongues (A different language) and you won�t understand what you

are saying, because you are speaking directly to God in His Heavenly Language

(I Cor. 14:2) (Acts 10:44-46) (Acts 19:1-6)

Please feel free to talk to Pastor Claiborn, Dr. H. Claiborn, or Evang. M.

Cotton, if you need or think you need the Holy Ghost and they will be more

than happy to work with you to receive the Holy Ghost. Also you can come up

during any of the Church Altar Call (at the end of the Preaching) to receive

the Holy Spirit.



TOPIC 4

TOPIC 5

TOPIC 6

TTTTTopics for studopics for studopics for studopics for studopics for studyyyyy
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REPENTANCE

The purpose of Repentance is to be Godly Sorry and turn for your wicked

and sinning ways. God will accept your Repentance when you are Sincere

from your Heart. Repentance is one of the First Steps to becoming saved.

(Acts 2:38), (St.Mark 1:15) (I John 1:9)

WATER BAPTISM IN JESUS NAME

We Baptize by immersion, taking a person under water very quickly, just as

Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist. Jesus told Nicodemus, �You must be

born of the Water and of the Spirit. The purpose of Water Baptism in Jesus

Name is to Cleanse and Remove (Remission) your Sins (Acts 2:38). During

Altar call, you can come up to be baptize in Jesus Name and we will arrange

at a later time to Baptize you in Jesus Name. (Acts 10:47-48 ), (Eph. 4:5)

IMPORTANCE OF PRAYER

Prayer is one of the Most Powerful weapons we have. When you pray God is

not concerned about how articulate you speak. He just wants to hear what

is on your mind and heart. Prayer builds up your Relationship with God and it

brings you closer to God the more time you spend with Him in Prayer. If you

will Humble yourself and Pray God will Bless you, your Family, Friends, and

even our world (II Chronicles 7:14). Prayer should be a part of your Daily

Life. You should set aside certain times to Pray everyday. In other words,

make yourself a Daily Prayer Schedule and pray at those certain times. If you

are not used to Praying, start off small and progress as you become more

accustomed to praying. Example: you could start off by Praying 5 minutes in

the Morning, 5 minutes on your lunch break or Noon, and 5 minutes before

you go to sleep at night. This is only 15 minutes a day. If you are already used

to praying try 15 or 30 minutes three times a day. (Luke 6:12) (Acts 3:1)

(Mark 1:35) I am encour I am encour I am encour I am encour I am encouraging New Members to get on one of our Praging New Members to get on one of our Praging New Members to get on one of our Praging New Members to get on one of our Praging New Members to get on one of our Praaaaayeryeryeryeryer

TTTTTeams. Feams. Feams. Feams. Feams. For more info tor more info tor more info tor more info tor more info talk to Sis. Shirley MacDonald.alk to Sis. Shirley MacDonald.alk to Sis. Shirley MacDonald.alk to Sis. Shirley MacDonald.alk to Sis. Shirley MacDonald.



TOPIC 7

TOPIC 8

TOPIC 9

TTTTTopics for studopics for studopics for studopics for studopics for studyyyyy
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FASTING

Fasting is setting aside time in which abstain from Food, Water, and/or Other

things that our Flesh loves to do. Fasting brings your Body (Flesh) under

control, so that your Spiritual Man (person) can take control. Fasting

Strengthens you spiritually. (Matt. 6:16-18) (Matt. 17:21) We have a General

every Tuesday night 8p.m. until Wednesday at 12 noon. We do not eat any

food, but it is OK to drink water during this Fast. You don�t have to fast at

time particular time; you can choose another day and times. Also you should

set aside some time to Pray, and Read your Bible, if you are at work or school,

you could use your Break time. This fast is to keep us reminded to fast as a

church, but I encourage everyone to set aside other times for Fasting in

addition to this Fast. You can even get someone to fast with you.

FAITH

Faith is very important to God (Heb. 11:6), because Faith is believing in

something you cannot see, feel and touch it (Heb. 11:1). Your Faith shows

God that you are putting your Trust in Him and not in yourself or someone

else. You must have Faith in order for God to answer your Prayers. Whatever

you ask God for you must believe that He will do it for you even before you

pray. All Saints Must Have Faith in God, it is a Requirement. St. Mark 9:23

ABSTAIN FROM SIN

Sin is when you transgress or disobey the Word of God (I John 3:4). Sin

separates you from God and when you sin you must be quick to Repent and be

willing to stay away that which caused you to sin. FFFFFornicornicornicornicornicaaaaationtiontiontiontion is having sex

with someone you are not married to. This is Sin according to the Bible.

Shacking usually leads to fornication, therefore if you are not married, you

should not be living together. Shacking is when a couple who is not married

but living together. When you fornicate, you are sinning against your body.

The Different between Saints an Sinners is that Saints practice living Holy

and according to the Word of God. Do your very Best to stay away from

anyone or anything that causes you to Sin.



TOPIC 9

...continued

TOPIC 10

TOPIC 11

TOPIC 12

TTTTTopics for studopics for studopics for studopics for studopics for studyyyyy
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There are many ways to sin lying, gossip, backbite, jealousy, murder, hatred,

envy, Lust, Unforgiveness, Adultery, Fornication, smoking cigarettes, doing

Drugs, Alcohol. Your body is the Temple of the Holy Ghost, do not defile it.

YYYYYou cou cou cou cou can alan alan alan alan alwawawawaways feel free to make an Appointment with the Pys feel free to make an Appointment with the Pys feel free to make an Appointment with the Pys feel free to make an Appointment with the Pys feel free to make an Appointment with the Pastor to confesastor to confesastor to confesastor to confesastor to confessssss

yyyyyour Sins.our Sins.our Sins.our Sins.our Sins. (I Cor.6:13-20), (I John 1:9)

HEALINGS AND MIRACLES

We believe in Divine Healing and Miracles through prayer and laying on of

Hands in Jesus Name (Mark 16:17-18). We have healing and Deliverance

Services here at the Potter�s House of Jesus Christ. We have had people

who testified here about the Miracles and Healings they have experienced

while in our Services through the Power of God. This is a Church of Miracles

and Blessings of all kinds where the Anointing Power of God is at Work!!!

St. Luke 10:19

TRUTH ABOUT HEAVEN AND HELL

There is a Heaven and a Hell. Heaven is reserved for the Righteous, those who

have prepared themselves for God by living Holy according to His Word. Hell

was prepared for the Devil and the fallen angels that tried to overthrow God in

Heaven, but those who do not live according to the Word of God will be sent to

Hell (Luke 16:22-23) (Rev. Chapter 20)

TITHES AND OFFERINGS - KEYS TO BLESSINGS

Everyone should pay their Tithes and Give an Offering. Your Tithes is 10% of

your Increase that include Money that you earn from working and money you

get when someone blesses you (All Income) also. The Bible says you will be

Cursed with a Curse, if you do not pay your Tithes (Malachi 3:9). But if you

pay your Tithes and Offerings you will be Blessed, because God said He will

open up the windows of Heaven and pour you out a Blessing that you won�t

have room enough to receive it (Malachi 3:10). Mal. 3:8-10, II Cor. 9:6-7

Giving is your Key to being blessed. Luke 6:38- tell us to �Give and it shall

be given unto You.�







MAILING

GenerGenerGenerGenerGeneral informaal informaal informaal informaal informationtiontiontiontion
Potter�s House of Jesus Multiplex Center

9615 Girard Ave. S.

Bloomington, MN 55431

Church Office ............................................................................. 952-944-1425

Church Fax ................................................................................... 952-944-1206

Church Website ...................................................... www.pottershouseofjc.org

Pastor�s Cell .............................................................................. 612-423-2229

...................................................................... (for emergencies & members only)

POTTER�S HOUSE

OF JESUS CHRIST

P.O. Box 201041

8000 Portland Ave. S.

BLOOMINGTON, MN

55420
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